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Jews had never enjoyed such independence and influence
as in Spain during the domination of the Arabs. Their
genius being thus allowed free scope, they disputed the
supremacy in literature and the arts with the Arabs them-
selves.

Many of the earlier governors of Spain were harsh and
even cruel in their administration, but it was to Moslems
and Christians alike.1 Some indeed increased the tribute
laid upon the Christians; but it must be remembered that
this tribute2 was in the first instance very light, and there-
fore an increase was not felt severely as an oppression.
Moreover, there were not wanting some rulers who upheld
the cause of the Christians against illegal exactions. Among
these was Abdurrahman al Ghafeki (May-Aug. 721, and
731-732), of whom an Arab writer says:3 "He did equal
justice to Moslem and Christian ... he restored to the
Christians such churches as had been taken from them in
contravention of the stipulated treaties; but on the other
hand he caused all those to be demolished, which had been
erected by the connivance of interested governors." Simi-
larly of his successor Anbasah ibn Sohaym Alkelbi (721-726),
we find it recorded4 that "he rendered equal justice to
every man, making no distinction between Mussulman and
Christian, or between Christian andrjew." Anbasah was
followed by Yahya ibn Salmah (March-Sept. 726), who is
described as injudiciously severe, and dreaded for his
extreme rigour by Moslems as well as Christians.5 Isidore
says that he made the Arabs give back to the Christians

1 E.g.> Alhorr ibn Abdurrahman (717-719);   see Isidore, sec. 44,
and Conde, i. 94: " He oppressed all alike, the Christians, those who
had newly embraced Islam, and the oldest of the Moslemah families."

2  Merely a small poll-tax (jizyah) at first.

3  Conde, i. 105.

4  Conde, i. p. 99.    Isidore,  however, sec.  52,  says : " Vectigalia
Christianis duplicata exagitat."

5  Conde, i. 102.